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2 am no way furpriſed, That My 
les ſhould be ſo little known where He is; neither £7: 
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but theſe, who may be acquainted with them, are but 
too often under à Neceſſity of concealing what they 
may know on ſuch Heads. It would be a Subject of 

juſt Concern to Me, if any, who profeſs My Religion, 
ſhould by their Intrigues or Diſcourſe, have given 
Ground to attribute ill Maxims ſo contrary to its true 
Principles, as theſe mentioned in your Friend's Letter; 

and if any of My Welwiſhers, in general, declare in their 


_ Converſation for Arbitrary Power, they are greatly 


againſt My Sentiments and Intereſt, for as to theſe, who 


are bribed to act, to ſupport the preſent Arbitrary Go- 
vernment, truely no Body can conſider them as My 


Friends, whatever may be their Profeſſions. * But theſe 
are Inconyeniencies and Misfortunes, for which I can- 


not be anſwerable, and to which I have but little in My. 
Power to put any Remedy, while the Enemies of My 


Family make, to be ſure, the moſt of every Thing that 


can tend to Our Diſadvantage, and can do it without 


Reſtraint : It is therefore no Wonder, that I ſhould be 
ſo much miſrepre” nted and fo little known. Were My 
Conduct in the Town of Rome put in a true Light, it 


would not a little contribute to diſperſe the ill g ound- 
ed Fears and Jealouſes of many ; and as for my Sincerity : 
in Feat I promiſe, eyen during My Exile, I think, 


with- 


8 


e without havi ng Recourſe to My preſent Character, no 
Doubt ſhould be had on that Head, by any reaſonable 
Man, who will _ conſider the 3 Situation 
of mY heel 19 51 — 2 
WE have now en more then Fifty Years out of 
Our Country, We have been bred, and have lived in 
the School of Adverſity, unacquainted with Flattery and 
Power, which always attend Princes on the Throne, 
and equally unacquainted with certain ambitious Views 
_— are too common to Them. 


If 1 Experience teaches us, bow little We can 
depend on the Friendſhip. of Forreign Princes; ; what- 
ever the View of a preſent Intereſt may have former- 
ly, or may hereafter induce them to undertake in Our 
Favours; Our REsTORATION, no doubt, would be 
much more agreeable both to Our Subjects and C Our- 
ſelves, were it brought about without any Forreign AF 
ſiſtance; but ſhould it happen, that any Forreign Power 
contribites to place Me on the 'Throne, it muſt be 
viſible to all thinking Men, that I can never hope to 
keep it, nor enjoy Peace and Happineſs upon it, but 
7 8 gaining the Loye and Affection of My Subjects. 
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avi 


1 ES FF. -- 
l am far from approving the Miſtakes of former Reigne, | 
I ſee and feel the Effects of them; and ſhould be void 
of all Reflection, did I not propoſe to avoid them with - 
the utmoſt Care. And therefore T do not entertain the 
leaſt Thoughts of aſſuming the Government, on the 


Focting, My Family loft it: I am fully reſolved to 
make the Law the Rule of My Government, and ab- 
aufen diſclaim y Intention to a min —_ - 


T am | ſenſible that the Ruin ves Se with 
which Our Country is diſtreſſed, may make the greateſt 


Part of the People defirous of a Change at any Rate : 


But for My Part, as natural or juſt as it is, for Me to 


deſire, that I and My Family ſhould be reftored to 


Our juſt Right, I am far, at My Age eſpecially, from 
defiring that ſhould happen, but upon a real and folid 
Foundation, cemented by a mutual Confidence betwixt 
King and People, by which, the Welfare and * 


| . 0 beth: may. be eee ſecured. 


1 1 is manifeſt that not only Juſtice, but che Intereſt 
of the Nation, requires My REs8TORATION, becauſe 
I never can have an Intereſt ſeparate from that of My 


Country, nor any hopes of Peace and ä 
* 


3) 


| Myſelf or for My Family, but by cultivating the A.- 
_ ſQtions of _ People, and having er in View their 


e e, Perſons Ae Te- 
lents and Merit, who would be of this Opinion, were 
My true Sentiments and Diſpoſition known to them, 
tho they are not looked upon as Welwiſhers to My 
Cauſe: Neither can I Wonder they ſhould have Pre- 
judices againſt it; they have been bred up in them from 
their Youth, and conſtantly confirmed in them by all 
| the Artifices imaginable. But, I hope, the Time is not 
far diſtant, in which they will fee Things in a true 
Light, and if they lay aſide all unjuſt Prejudices againſt 
Me, and lay as much to Heart as I do, the Happineſs | 
and Proſperity of Our Country, J make, no doubt, We 
thall be — fatisfied with one another. | 


eri is fit your Friend ſhould an Tt In have by A 
Me a Draught of a Declaration, which there never 


have been an Occgfion to publiſh. This Declaration 
was drawn in Contequenee of the Sentiments and Re- 
fections expreſſed in this Letter. It contains a general 
Indemnity, without Exception, for all that hath paſt 


againſt 


againſt Me and My Father, a ſolemn Engagement to 


maintain the Chuxchof ENGLAND, as by Law eſtabliſh- 
ed in all Her Rights, Privileges, Poſſeſſions, and Immu- 


nities whatſomever: And as I am utterly averſe to all 


Animoſities and Perſecution on Account of Religion, it 


alſo contains a Promiſe to grant and allow a Toleration 


to all Proteſtant Diſſenters. I alſo expreſs in it an ut- 
ter Averſion to the ſuſpending the Habeas Corpus Act, 


a8 well as to the loading My Subjects with unneceſſary 


Taxes, or raiſing of any, in a manner burthenſom to 
them; and eſpecially to the introducing of Forreign 


i 5 Exciſe: and all ſuch Methods, as may have hitherto 
been deviſed and purſued to acquire Arhitrary Power at 
the Expence of the Liberty and Property of the Subject. 


And beſides, there is a general Article of My Readi- 
nes to ſettle all that may relate to the Wellfare and 
Happineſs of the Nation, both in Civil and Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Matters, with the ſincere Advice and Concurrence | 


« a free Parliament. 


"In Fine, were 1 known, and Juſtice done to My 


Sentiments, I am convinced, it would make many alter 


their Leeſent Way of thinking, and induce them to 


concur heartily in Meaſures for My RESTORATION, as 
oy the 


9 


| the moſt effe@ual Means to reſtore Peace and Happi- 
neſs to Our Country. 


027 = M thank God, I am withouſ Reſentments againſt any 
Body, I ſhall never retain any Memory of paſt Miſtakes; 
and I ſhall never make any Diſtinction amongſt My 
Subjects, but ſuch as true Merit and faithful Services 
may authorize and require. I have even the greateſt 
Abhorrence of all Diſſimulation, and will certainly ne- 
ver promiſe any Thing, during My Exile, but what 1 
ſhall perform after my RESTORATION. | 
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